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as important to good statesmanship as preponderating
military equipment. The direction given by Hayashi,
Komura and Kato to Japanese foreign policy has caused a
nervousness of Japanese designs, which it will take many
years to allay. It was only the possibility of a European
conflagration which has prevented the expression of that
nervousness spreading to other Governments than that at
Washington.

That Japan would ever risk a war with America appears
inconceivable, but the conditions between the two countries
are frankly strained, and if Japan should persist in aggression
and America should persist in maintaining her point of
view, matters might slip beyond the limits of diplomatic
handling.

The relations between Japan and America are extra-
ordinarily similar to those prevailing between Germany and
Great Britain in the years previous to 1914. On the
Japanese side is a frankly aggressive nation, ruled under
almost a theocracy by a group of highly placed, ambitious
and unscrupulous bureaucrats having under their control
a well-organized and developed army and navy, compara-
tively fresh from a victory over a weak opponent, and
straining like greyhounds in the leash for another run.
On the American side is a great Power, imbued by high
altruistic motives, which run counter to Japanese aims,
governed under a system which is peculiarly susceptible
to the influence of interests, financial and political, and
cranks. From the military point of view it was, until
America joined the Allies in 1917, singularly ill-organized ;
and even to-day every effort to improve military and
naval resources is fiercely fought and sadly modified by
fanatical peace societies, drawing most of their support
from the potential enemies of the country. On either
side, in America local, in Japan factional interests are
consistently at work in embittering relationship and
developing what very many now regard as an inevitable
crisis. The likeness can be carried even further, for in
America is a party, and a very strong party, which is the
exact equivalent of the Potsdam Party in England, bent